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The fourteenth edition of the Arquinset 2020 

cycle of conferences aims to explore the 

theme of temporary interventions and 

ephemeral architecture as vehicles for 

creating the significance and identity of 

events and of urban settings. 

 

By definition, ephemeral architecture (from the Byzantine Greek, ἐφήμερος, ‘of one 

day’) is built on a specific occasion for a specific event. Its use is often restricted and 

thus meets the requirements of a limited temporality. Even so, the presence of 

ephemeral works in the history of architecture is pervasive, and constructions such 

as the Crystal Palace or the Alvar Aalto and Le Corbusier pavilions for universal 

expositions have, among many others, marked the course of architectural modernity. 

Thanks to its spatial, temporal and material limits, ephemeral works have allowed us 

to experiment with concepts and technologies and are a powerful driver of innovation. 

Pop-up works are found on the curriculum of the vast majority of architects and bring 

together the different professional profiles —the more theoretical ones with those 

engaged in the practice— to set up a broad field of debate on the different aspects 

that characterize them, the objectives, the methodologies and the ideologies that 

inspire them. Andrei Tarkovsky said that “the image is not a certain meaning 

expressed by the director but an entire world reflected in a drop of water”. Similarly, 

an ephemeral work, built for a fleeting use, reflects the entire value system of the 

spatial practice to which it belongs. What is its role in today’s architecture, in this 

instantaneous reality of the continuous present we are living? What is today the 

temporality of the ephemeral? Or, inversely, what is the duration of that which is 

permanent? 

Within the Arquinset cycle we propose to debate this and other issues that surround 

and define ephemeral architecture and to focus on projects and interventions that 

have been recognized in recent editions of the FAD Awards. In 2019 and 2020, 

between the two most recent stagings of the cycle, the most important landmarks of 

ephemeral architecture occurred, the Venice Biennale, the Lisbon and Oslo 

Triennales, the Ibero-American Architecture and Urban Planning Biennial, the 

Chicago Biennial. We take the opportunity of this edition to talk about the architecture 

of exhibitions and about the challenges of explaining today’s architecture. Ever since 

the famous “International Style”, exhibitions have developed a systematizing and 

interpretative role of the works that, in the long term, help to conceptualize the new 

trends, establishing their place in general history. Exhibitions are thus the living part 

of the history of architecture; they allow us to revisit it to create new readings and 

new conceptual appraisals, because history is a construction of the past that belongs 

to the present. 

Ephemeral architecture also forms part of the public space in the occasional events 

that occupy parts of cities or the architectural heritage, establishing sometimes 

surprising relations that reveal the qualities, known or never-before seen, of the 

urban space and of architectural form. The cycle of conferences also aims to analyze 
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the narratives and methodologies of these approximations halfway between the 

permanent and the occasional, to bring to light the ability of ephemeral architecture 

to represent the identity of a place. 

 

Proposed Programming 

Five meetings are proposed, each one with two speakers, shortlisted candidates and 

winners of the FAD Awards, members of juries, as well as professors of architecture 

and design schools, curators of exhibitions and directors of festivals of ephemeral 

interventions. 

We propose to debate the topic within the following conceptual framework and with 

the protagonists we suggest below: 

 

1. Ephemeral Architecture and Intangible Agents 

          Monday 19 October 2020 at 7 pm 

 

The first session will focus on architecture created with light, sound or reflections, 

which create sensory rather than material spaces. To highlight the value of a place, 

recall its history and create a new perception through non-material elements involves 

a high degree of comprehension and abstraction of the space, of technique and of 

the sensations induced.  

Speakers: 

- Mariona Benedito and Martí Sanz «Les Llàgrimes de Santa Eulàlia» (The 

Tears of Saint Eulalia), Winners of the FAD Award for Ephemeral 

Interventions 2015. 

- Daniel Freixes, Eulàlia González, Vicenç Bou Bosch, Vicente Miranda; 

«Atracció MIRAMIRALLS» (MIRAMIRALLS House of Mirrors), Tibidabo 

amusement park, Winners of the FAD Award for Ephemeral Interventions 

2009. 

 

2. Ephemeral Interventions in the Urban Space 

                                              Monday 26 October 2020 at 7 pm 

 

Our cities stage numerous pop-up architecture festivals such as A Cel Obert, Llums 

de Santa Eulàlia, Temps de Flors or Lluèrnia. In this second edition we will discuss 

how the different proposals relate to the public space, in which way they succeed in 

reinforcing their identity and in generating new routes and activities in cities. 

Speakers: 

- Cristina Bestratén —member of the jury of the FAD Awards 2020— and Maria 

Bernard, founders of the Tortosa Ephemeral Interventions Festival – A Cel 

Obert. 

- Maria Güell, Curro Claret; «Raval km 0», shortlisted at the FAD Awards 2017. 
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3. Ephemeral Interventions and Architectural Heritage 

                                                                 Monday 2 November 2020 at 7 pm 

 

The third session of this cycle will be devoted to architectural heritage, to buildings 

with a highly relevant weight in the collective imagination. Through different 

examples we will discuss this relationship, the extent to which interventions on the 

heritage are limited by the historical building’s inherent logic. But also how an 

intervention helps to explain the less obvious and less-well-known aspects of the 

building that is being temporarily invaded and its past lives. 

Speakers: 

- Ivan Blasi, curator and coordinator of projects and exhibitions at the Mies van 

der Rohe Foundation: projects at the Mies van der Rohe pavilion and pop-up 

actions within an ephemeral building. Among the interventions, two FAD 

Award winners, “Commemorative columns of the 30 years since the 

reconstruction of Barcelona’s German pavilion” by Luis Martínez Santa-María 

and Roger Sauquet Llonch, and «Mies Missing Materiality», by Anna and 

Eugeni Bach winners of the FAD Award for Ephemeral Interventions in 2017 

and 2019 respectively. 

- Xevi Bayona, director of the Fire and Light Festival – Lluèrnia, in Olot; “The 

Three Kings’ Factory and Storeroom in Fabra i Coats», winner of the FAD 

Award for Ephemeral Interventions 2013. 

 

4. Design of Exhibitions and Events 

                                    Monday 9 November 2020 at 7 pm 

 

In this session we propose to discuss the design of exhibitions in terms of systems 

of elements that organize the space and the route in keeping with the narrative of 

the work or event where the intervention takes place. Which are the premises for an 

exhibition and which are their difficulties? What is the relationship between the 

architect, the artist, the curator and the institution and which are the limits of the 

architectural intervention? 

Speakers:  

- Victoria Garriga, author of the “Balenciaga Museum in Getaria”, shortlisted 

for the FAD Awards 2013, of the “Balenciaga, Designing the Limits” 

exhibition at Bilbao’s Fine Arts Museum, shortlisted for the FAD Awards 

2011,  of the “Josep Llinàs. Lived Houses 1978-2008” exhibition organized 

by ARQUIN-FAD in 2008, among others. 

- Josep Ferrando, author of “Communal Spaces Barcelona Building Construmat 

2019” – shortlisted for the FAD Awards 2020, and of the pop-up pavilion for 

BCN-Reset, longlisted for the FAD Awards 2015, among other exhibitions. 
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5. Exhibiting Architecture 

                        Monday 16 November 2020 at 7 pm 

 

In the year of major architectural events such as the Venice and Chicago Biennales 

or the Lisbon and Oslo Triennales, we propose to debate, using highly successful 

examples, the issue of conceiving the architecture exhibition, organizing it and the 

narrative it seeks to transmit. The relationship between the curatorial task and the 

design of the space, which often fall to the same person, will be one of the topics of 

interest, together with the importance of the route in understanding the argument, 

the material and the role of technology. 

Speakers: 

- Carlos Quintáns, co-curator of “Unfinished”, exhibition at the Spanish pavilion 

of the Venice Architecture Biennale 2016, winner of the Golden Lion and 

shortlisted for the International FAD Awards 2018.  

- Ethel Baraona, curator of the «12 Urban Fables» exhibition at Madrid’s 

Matadero, winner of the FAD Award for Thought and Critique 2015 and 

shortlisted as editor in 2017, former member of the ARQUIN-FAD board and 

of the FAD Awards juries. 


